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~IN THE CLAIMS 

Would the Office kindly enter the amended claim as follows: 
|^>riginal)|^ device)for protecting a gutter wherein the gutter has a rear wall, a front 

wall, a bottom wall, said walls defining a trough therebetween, said device 

comprising: 

(a mountin g membej and |nean^ for securing said mounting member to sai d 

gutter; said means for securing said mounting member to said gutter comprising a 
securing member having a pair of legs extending downwardly and being 
b e attached to a gutter retaining m en^ber^xt ending between said r^r girie ^ i?t ^ 
said front wall. 




|a guard membe^ having a n elongated configuration with first and second 
longitudinally extending sides; 

^ fir st side of said gua rd member being en gagea bl e with a first side of sa id 
mounting mem berjto prevent substantial vertical movement of said guard member; 

said^iounting member] having afl exible sealing port ion extending outwardly in 
a direction away from said first side of said mounting member for sealing engagement 
with an adjacent structure; and 

said guard member having a substantially planar portion between said first and 
second sides, said substantially planar portion having a plurality of apertures extending 
therethrough. 

2.(original) The device of Claim 1 wherein said apertures are arranged in diagonal 
rows extending between said rear side wall and said front wall. 
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3. (original) The device of Claim 1 wherein said apertures arc circular in configuration, 
said apertures having a diameter of between 2.5 and 1 0 mm. 

4. (original) The device of Claim 3 wherein said apertures have a diameter of between 
3.0 and 4.0 mm. 

5. (original) The device of Claim 3 wherein said diagonal rows extend at an angle of 

. 45° witb respect to said first and second side walls, said apertures forming 

longitudinally extending rows, said apertures being spaced apart by a distance of 
between 10 and 15 mm in said longitudinally extending rows. 

6. (original) The device of Claim 5 wherein said apertures are spaced apart by between 
5 and 10 mm in each diagonal row. . 

7. (original) The device of Claim 1 wherein said mounting member has a recess facing 
said first side of said guard member whereby said first side of said guard member is 
insertable into said recess and is moveable therein. 

8. (original) The device of Claim 7 wherein said mounting member has means for 
retaining said first side of said guard member in said recess. 

9. (original) The device of Claim 8 wherein said means for retaining said first side 
comprises a V-shaped member formed within said recess and a cooperating V-shaped 
member formed on said one side of said guard member. 

10. (original) The device of Claim 1 wherein said guard member has a vertically 
extending side wall adjacent said second side thereof. 

^n^urrently amended) In combination, a gutter and a gutter shield device, said mim»r 
having a rear wall, a front wall, and a bottom wall, said rear wall and bottom wall 
defining an open end trough, said gutter adapted to be attached to a structure by means 
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of agutt« retaining member extending between said'front and rear walls to said 
structure, and a device for protecting sa i d guUu . said gutter shield device comprising: 

a mounting member, means for securing said mounting member to said gutter 
retaining memberf [;]] . said means for securing said mounting member to said mirter 
comprising a securing member having a pair of l egs extending downwardly and abo ut 

saj fl gutter, retaining ni ember: _ ' 

a guard member having an elongated configuration with first and second 
longitudinally extending sides; 

a first side of said guard member being engagable with a first side of said 
mounting member to prevent substantial movement of said guard member, 

said mounting member having a flexible sealing portion extending outwardly in 
a direction away from said first side of said mounting member for sealing engagement 
with the structure; and 

said guard member having a substantially planar portion between said first and 
second sides, said substantially planar portion having a plurality of apertures extending 
therethrough. 

12 . (original) The combination of Claim 1 1 wherein said mounting member has a 
recess facing said first side of said gutter member whereby said first side of said guard 
member is insertable into said recess and is moveable therein. 
,13. (original) The device of Claim 1 1 wherein said guard member has a vertically 
extending side wall adjacent said second side thereof 

U^(originaJ)\A. device for protecting a gutter wherein the gutter has a rear wall, a front 
wall, and a bottom wall, said walls defining a trough therebetween., said device 
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comprising: 

a mounting member, means for securing said mounting member to said gutter; 

a guard member having an elongated configuration with first and second 
longitudinally extending sides; 

afctwdeofs^idgu^^ 

^guardmember haying asubsjantiaHy.planar portion between said first and- 

second sides, said substantially planar portion having a plurality of apertures extending 
therethrough; and 

a flexible sealing portion extending outwardly in a direction away from said 



ursrs|o^ofsai ^guard member (for sealing engagement with an adjacent structure, said 
sealing member being retained within said channel formed at said first side of said 
guard member. 
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